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T he three principals of Redhawk Metal Buildings 
LLC, a top-quality regional metal building con-
tractor, bring a combined 80+ years of experi-
ence in the pre-engineered metal building 

(PEMB) industry. A father, his son, and a long-standing 
business partner comprise the leadership team of a 
company that has been a long time in the making. 

Jeff Gunderson, the second-generation co-owner, and Rick 
Knabe have collaborated in some form or fashion for a 
good part of the last two decades since they both worked 
for Jeff’s father, Dean Gunderson (now a silent partner at 
Redhawk). Over the subsequent years, through a variety of 
overlapping business endeavors, Jeff and Rick have forged 
a bond of trust and a complement of expertise that have re-
sulted in Redhawk’s standing as a premier single source for 
the PEMB portion of construction projects—an important 
distinction to bear in mind. Redhawk Metal Buildings is not 
a General Contractor but rather the building contractor sup-
plying everything from design and engineering to furnishing 

the steel, insulation and anchor bolts, along with erecting 
the buildings. If you are a General Contractor or an Owner 
acting as your own GC, Redhawk can be a trusted ally on 
your next pre-engineered project. Additionally, Redhawk 
only deals in pre-engineered projects. If the project involves 
a wood frame (pole barn) or is primarily steel structure with 
a membrane roof and tilt-up pre-cast, Redhawk will steer 
you elsewhere, choosing to focus exclusively on what they 
do best.

SINGLE-SOURCE OFFERING
Redhawk is unique in that it furnishes the complete metal 
building package. Jeff Gunderson explains their role, 
noting, “Just like a GC would hire someone to do the elec-
trical, plumbing and site work, our GCs hire us to furnish 
and erect the building itself.” To facilitate this process, it is 
critical that Redhawk maintains partnerships with a variety 
of erectors and material suppliers throughout the industry. 
This allows the company to provide customers what they 
need, when they need it, all at a reasonable cost. 

Pre-engineered metal buildings are evolving and
Redhawk Metal Buildings is at the forefront of the changing industry

by Robyn M. Feller
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Co-owners Dean Gunderson,
Jeffery Gunderson and Richard Knabe. 
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When it comes to metal buildings, 
Redhawk’s primary supplier is Nucor 
Building Systems.  Nucor Corporation 
is the largest producer and recycler 
of steel products in North America. 
This partnership allows Redhawk to 
tap into years of expertise, the latest 
technologies, BIM modeling of jobs, 
and economies of scale in steel pur-
chases. This relationship goes back 
to 1987 when Dean Gunderson was 
a Charter Builder when Nucor entered 
the pre-engineered scene.

As for erectors, although Redhawk 
does work with several around the 
state, both union and non-union, 
Redhawk partners most closely with 
NuStructures, Inc. NuStructures is a 
member of the local 849 metal build-
ing union, is wholly owned by Rick, 
and has been erecting metal build-
ings for more than 20 years. With this 
partnership, Redhawk is better able 
to control the process and manage 
the installation scheduling.   

MOVING FORWARD
Redhawk’s driving philosophy for 
business success stems from 
design/build projects and value engi-
neering—identifying exactly what the 
customer needs and finding innova-
tive solutions to facilitate the vision 
in the most cost-effective way. This 
is increasingly important consider-
ing that new materials are constantly 
being developed and that Wisconsin’s 
codes will be changing this year 
toward a safer, greener construction 
environment. What people think of 
when they hear “metal building” is 
no longer the tin shed of yesteryear. 
Panels now are produced to replicate 
a stucco finish along with other tex-
tures, and the R-values of these in-
sulated metal panels provide energy 
efficiency that has never before been 

available. Buildings can also now 
have clear spans of over 300 feet, 
allowing for larger structures with no 
interior columns to get in the way. 

Redhawk’s versatility is highlighted 
by the fact that while Jeff, Rick and 
Dean have focused over time on 
industrial, manufacturing, distribution, 
and commercial projects, they have 
recently been fortunate to be involved 
in various stages of five athletic train-
ing facilities, a particular segment of 
continued growth and future promise.  

With code changes on the horizon, 
material innovations coming at a rate 
like never before, and design capa-
bilities that seem to evolve every day, 
there has never been a better time to 
lean on a company to be your trusted 
partner in the PEMB industry. Whether 
you are a building owner, a proper-
ty manager or a general contractor 
working on a new facility, an addition, 

a repair or a re-roof, Redhawk stands 
ready for any challenge you can 
throw their way. 

STIKS Academy & Sporting 
Training facility in Waukesha, Wis.

redhawkmetalbuildings.com

262.458.6160

Redhawk Metal Buildings is 
a supplier of Nucor Building 
Systems, a leader in the 
design and manufacture of 
custom-engineered metal 
buildings.

Cedarburg Storage, a self-storage facility in Cedarburg, Wis.


